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Prof. Moyo must engage Chisumbanje villagers 

 

INFORMATION, Media, and Broadcasting Minister Prof. Jona-

than Moyo will visit Chisumbanje Ethanol Plant in Chipinge on 

Friday, June 13, the Crisis Report (CR) has learnt.  

 

In an unrelated development, Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition 

(CIZC) and Platform for Youth Development Trust (PYD) had a 

consultative meeting with angry and frustrated villagers in 

Chisumbanje, who expressed their displeasure with Green 

Fuel, owners of the Ethanol Plant, on Saturday, June 7. 

 

The Chisumbanje villagers, who were engaged by civil society 

at their behest, live near the ethanol project which is contro-

versial due to unresolved issues with the community, and its 

undue influence on national fuel blending policies. 

The community engagement by civil society last weekend re-

vealed deep-seated grievances of villagers with owners of the 

Ethanol Plant. 

 

The villagers complained about the alleged appropriation of 

their land by Green Fuel since 2008. 

 

Meanwhile, PYD says the government should work to revive 

the District Ethanol Plant Committee (DEPIC) so as to ensure 

dialogue between the company, local politicians, civil society 

and the villagers to resolve the grievances. 

 

Although the finer reasons of his tour are not clear, Prof. 

Moyo’s visit will likely inform government policy and publicity 

about the flamboyant ethanol project, which has largely driv-

en Zimbabwean government policy around the 15% fuel 

blending threshold, amid a flurry of protest from motorists. 
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Nevertheless, Prof. Moyo will not be the first government minister to tour the project. 

 

Notably, former Deputy Prime Minister Prof. Aurthur Mutambara constituted an Inter-Ministerial Committee in 2009 on the 

Chisumbanje Ethanol Plant during the erstwhile Inclusive Government. 

 

The Inter-Ministerial Committee and most of its deliverables such as the DEPIC have since crumbled allegedly due to neglect 

and sabotage, leaving the hapless community to fight bare-handedly with the company for their basic rights. 

 

The Chisumbanje community is fighting for such things as land, corporate social responsibility in the form of employment 

among other things, and compensation for related loses incurred due to the sprawling project’s seismic effect on their commu-

nal life. 

 

Thus, the visit for many stakeholders including civil society presents a rare opportunity for government through the Minister 

Moyo to meet villagers and hear their concerns so as to poise its attention towards amicably addressing them.  

‘Zimbabwe lied to UNESCO’ 

Harare -- GOVERNMENT lied that it has introduced civic educa-

tion in schools, to fake a democratic face to the United Na-

tions Educational Scientific and Cultural Organisation 

(UNESCO), a teachers’ union has revealed. 

 

The revelations could call into question the authenticity of 

human rights reports that the government presents to the 

international community. 

 

Progressive Teachers Union of Zim-

babwe (PTUZ) Secretary General, 

Raymond Majongwe said govern-

ment presented an official falsified 

report to the 48th Session of 

UNESCO’s International Bureau of 

Education in Geneva in November 

2008 in a dishonest bid to show that 

it is democratizing educational insti-

tutions. 

 

Majongwe said he had recently 

learnt of the existence of the report 

from a Ghanaian friend. 

 

The report allegedly painted the picture, which is not true that 

government had introduced civic education as well as guid-

ance and counseling, and holiday camps for girls to study 

Mathematics and Science, according to the PTUZ Secretary 

General. 

“Government presented a report which was a lie to 

UNESCO,” said Majongwe. 

 

“They said we have intro-

duced to two subjects, civil 

education [and] guidance 

and counselling. 

 

“They wanted to say we 

have gone the democracy 

route, and then funding 

will come.” 

 

Majongwe revealed the alleged 

government dishonesty at a public 

meeting hosted by PTUZ under the 

topic, “Whither our education sys-

tem”, in Harare on Wednesday, 

June 11. 

 

 

PTUZ 
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The country’s educationists also lambasted the Minister of Primary Education Dr. Lazarus Donora for ringing disastrous chang-

es in the country’s ailing sector. 

 

They were furious at the Minister for allegedly implementing controversial sections of the Nziramasanga Commission report 

of 1999. 

 

Majongwe said Dokora was cherry picking only those recommendations from the report that seemed punitive to teachers.  

“The Ministry of Education under Minister Dokora has made sweeping changes to the education sector. 

“We are not happy at the swift way changes are coming; speed and direction are not the same thing,” he said. 

 

Majongwe particularly criticized the circulars that have banned extra-lessons, as well as incentives, and ruled that sporting 

activities will be done only on weekends. 

 

 

The PTUZ Secretary General however said that government was omitting 

positive recommendations that were made in the report such as the role of 

teachers unions, urgent need for remuneration in line with private sector 

and regional standards, as well as incentives like housing loans. 

 

Majongwe said: “We are going with this report to Minister Dokora 

and say can you implement the rest.” 

 

 

 

A parent at the meeting said the high teacher-to-pupil ratio was contributing to the need for extra lessons, arguing that the 

ban on extra lessons affected children in low-ranking schools, while government officials sent their children to less congested 

schools, which another teacher alleged perpetuated “a knowledge dynasty”. 

 

College Lecturers Association of Zimbabwe (COLAZ) President David Dzatsunga said the introduction of new subjects to teach-

er training courses was overloading trainee teachers. 

“Some of these knee-jerk decisions will take us down. 

“It is such as a stressful course, but not rewarding,” said Dzatsunga. 

 

Senator Nyamayabo Mashavakure said there was need for stakeholders in the education sector to have dialogue since some 

of the issues in the Nziramasanga Commission have been there for a long time, and continue to bedevil the sector, such as the 

bias to academic content ahead of practical subjects.  

File Photo: Primary School Children 
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Masvingo -- FOUR residents in the city have taken their council to court over water disconnections in bold defense of their con-

stitutional rights, the Crisis Report (CR) has learnt. 

 

Two applications, one by Winfreda Chipfakacha and Anna Maduna and a second one by Nyeve Chiduza and Henry Chimandam-

ba, the four residents from Mucheke High Density Suburb, were filed against Masvingo City Council on June 4.  

 

Section 77 (a) the new Constitution says that water is a right and the arbitrary disconnections are unconstitutional.  

 

The court battle comes at a time when a series of meetings 

allegedly facilitated by Masvingo Residents Trust (MRT) be-

tween the management of the city council and the many 

affected residents failed to yield any fruitful and amicable 

resolution. 

 

The residents, who are members of Masvingo Residents Trust 

(MRT) which is fully backing them, filed the application for 

spoliation for reconnection of water supplies, citing Masvingo 

City Council as the respondent. 

 

The residents are represented in their legal bid for reconnection of water supplies by the Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights 

(ZLHR) through Advocate Shumba of Shumba and Mutendi Legal Practitioners, in matter that will be heard at Masvingo Magis-

trates Court on July 3. 

 

Masvingo Residents Trust vowed to protect the constitutional rights of the city’s residents. 

“Access to clean and safe water is a universal right of every citizen and it is enshrined in the new constitution of Zimba-

bwe,” boldly declared Masvingo Residents Trust.  

“What irks the residents most is the fact that the city fathers are disconnecting water for very insignificant amounts 

while on the contrary the government departments in Masvingo owe the council more than half a million, but water is 

never disconnected.” 

 

The latest development comes after residents recently won a High Court application against disconnection of water supplies in 

Harare.  

The Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition is a broad based civil society network of over 72 active members comprising churches, women’s groups, social 

movements, residents associations, labour unions, human rights lawyers, and health professionals. It was formed in August of 2001 to focus on democracy, 

human rights, good governance and sustainable development issues – working locally, regionally and internationally.  

Masvingo residents take council to court over water dis-

connections 

File Photo : Water problems in Zimbabwe 


